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CHRISTMAS PARTY 


There will be an eggnog Christmas Party for the members of the So- 
ciety and friends they may wish to invite on Sunday, December 29th, at 
the Shaw Mansion from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. | 

This will be an opportunity not only to enjoy the company of friends 
at this holiday season, but to see the improvements that have lately been 
completed. The House Committee has been active. There has been much 
painting and papering. The whaling exhibit has been moved to a smaller 
room, making it possible to change its former location into a very attrac- 
tive bedroom. The General Burbeck bed has been placed in this room, and 
the change gives a much more home-like appearance to the upstairs. New 
shelving has been constructed in the office, resulting in a great improve- 
ment in our book space. 
| In addition to all this, Mrs. Knox has once again put the Mansion in 
holiday array with very beautiful Christmas decorations. 

We have purposely set the date on a Sunday so that those who would 
otherwise have to be at work may attend. 


SUGGESTION FOR THE ANNUAL MEETINGS 


[t has been suggested that we change the format at the Annual Meet- 
ings in order that so much time will not elapse before we introduce the 
main speaker, and also in order that the affair may close a little ear- 
lier. 

We are working on the idea of having several reports mimeographed 
for distribution, and having only those requiring a vote given orally. 
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CONNECTICUT AND ITS PEOPLE 


The following two excerpts are from a poem entitled, Connecticut,’ 
by Fitz-Greene Halleck who was born in Guilford in 1795: 


‘And still her gray rocks tower above the sea 
That murmurs at their feet, a conquer'd wave; 
‘Tis a rough land of earth, and stone, and tree, 
Where breathes no casteled lord or cabined slave; 
Where thoughts, and tongues, and hands are bold and free, 
And friends will find a welcome, foes a grave; 
And where none kneel, save when to Heaven they pray, 
Nor even then, unless in their own way." 


"They love their land, because it is their own, 
And scorn to give aught other reason why; 
Would shake hands with a king upon his throne, 

And think it kindness to his majesty; 
A stubborn race, fearing and flattering none." 


IGNORANCE AND APATHY ARE THE FOES OF OUR HERITAGE 


As members of an historical society we are interested in our heritage 
and in the successful continuance of the exceptionally fine system of 
government handed down through the years to us. The citizens of today are 
now the custodians of that heritage. Many of our forefathers pledged 
their lives and their fortunes to found this country. The country which 
they founded is beset by many problems which in turn demand willingness 
on our part to make sacrifices and to search for solutions. The continu- 
ance of this way of life depends upon the emergence of able statesmen, 
and our. loyal support of their efforts. Freedom and justice entail a 
heavy price which calls for that stern American ruggedness that made our 
marbles great. If we trade this for the love of a life of ease, we cannot. 
endure, 

National campaigns and elections are periods when the issues facing 
the country, our governmental processes, and our statesmen come under 
close scrutiny. | ) 

: We should be very grateful that our country is still on a firm foun- 
dation as was shown by the orderly way in which the recent election took 
place, and by the quiet acceptance of the outcome by the losers. 

| This same election has stirred some doubts regarding the electoral 
college. Before the next presidential election, the question of whether 
Or not to modify or even do away with this system will undoubtedly come 
in for considerable debate. | 

It isn't enough to voice our concern when we view the race problem, 
the drug problem, the violence of rebellious students, the problems of 
Our economy, and urban growth, and welfare, and disrespect for courts. 
Each individual can and should do his bit, no matter how small it may be. 
Control of the family by parents must be restored where it is lacking. 

We must do all we can to see that officials are elected who can find just 
solutions and enforce our laws at the same time. We must assist our 
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officials with information when something goes wrong, instead of turning 
our backs in order not to become involved. Those whom we elect are 
anxious to hear from us, and when we have good reason to communicate with 
them, we should not neglect to do so. 

Ignorance and apathy are the foes of democracy. We must strive to 
see that they do not endanger our heritage. 


(The following is reprinted with permission of the NRTA JOURNAL. 
Copyright 1968 by the National Retired Teachers Association.) 


BIGGEST SCOOP IN U.S. HISTORY 


The biggest story in U.S. history, the Declaration of Independence, 
was known first to a small group of people in Philadelphia--in German. 
The Declaration was printed by a German-language newspaper, "Der Woch- 
entliche Philadelphische Staatsbote! (The Weekly Philadelphia Post-Boy) , 
on July 5, 1776, three days before it was read in public. 

How editor and publisher Henrich Miller got his information out of 
the closed-door debate of the Continental Congress has never been discov- 
ered. But other historical facts have revealed an interesting story of 
the labors of the delegates as they agonized over every word in the doc- 
ument. 

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee introduced in the Continental 
Congress a call for "Congress of the Colonies."' He submitted a resolution 
declaring that "these United Colonies are, and of right, ought to be, free 
and independent states, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the 
state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved," 
| Three days later, a committee of five, headed by Thomas Jefferson, 
was appointed with instructions to embody the spirit and purpose of the 
resolution in a declaration of independence. The other members were 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert R. Livingston and Roger Sherman. 

Writing the Declaration was largely the work of Jefferson, For 17 
days, he worked in a room at a bricklayer's house at Market and 7th 
streets; then, on June 28, the committee reported to Congress. 
| Alterations were suggested that seemed "deplorable" to Jefferson. 
Nevertheless, 86 changes were made and 480 words deleted. In the final 
form, capitalization was erratic. Jefferson had written that men were 
endowed with "inalienable" rights. But in the final copy, the word came 
out “unalienable” and it has remained that way. 
| After the Declaration was adopted, it was turned over to a printer 
to be produced on broadsides (posters), then read aloud on July 8 to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, Easton, Pa., and Trenton, N.J. 

But for Philadelphia's German colonists, the news already was three 
days old. And for the "Staatsbote," it was the biggest scoop in American 
history--to that date or since then. | 


Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A.P. Hamel 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's Telephone No. is: 443-1209 


PLAN TO INCREASE PUPIL VISITS 


At a recent meeting of the Ch 
Connecticut's Heritage Committee, 
siderable interest was shown in p| 
places connected with our history. 
and a representative from the Mysti 
As a result, plans are being made 
tour in March, lf their interest 
project. 

lt is anticipated that lunch 
that the last place to be visited 
discussion of the project will be 
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Lyme Records 1667-1730 


"A Branch of, the Weld Family," by 
Mina J. Weld 


"F reemasonry” in. Connecticut, Not- 
able medical men, by James R. Ca 


“Narrative History of Cohasset, 
Massachusetts"! 


"History of the Town of Hingham, 
Massachusetts, "oo yolumes 


"Genealogies of Fam! ties of 
Cohasset!! 


"Genealogical Memoir of the Lo- 
Lathrop Family" 


rer "Naval Documents of the 
American Revolution!!! 


1938 Bulletin of Bulkeley School 
Wooden covered peck measure 


Child's rocking horse, now in pro- 
cess Of being repaired 


Staffordshire chamber pot with lid 


Old lace handkerchief 


Old photograph of The Hempsted 
House 


amber of Commerce of southbosearh 

of which Mr. Small is Chairman, con- 

ans to get more pupils to visit local 
People from the area school systems 

ic Seaport were invited to:the meeting. 

to take area fifth grade teachers on a 

is aroused, it will greatly help the 


will be served at Mystic Seaport, and 


will be the Shaw Mansion where a short 
held and coffee served. 
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Gift of Miss Edna Wells 
Gift of Mrs. Horace Montgomery 


